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The battle of our times
● Loss of biodiversity
● Threats to our own living conditions



● Multifaceted global challenges call for multidisciplinary solutions …
● … and those require access to interconnected information and tools.
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● Natural Science Collections (NSCs) have a vital role to play in this fight ...
● ... but some improvement is necessary
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• Embrace the new developments: massive digitisation (<10% of 1.5 
billion specimens is digitised, even less is published), new forms of 
data… everything to be able to share knowledge with others.

• Embrace better integration and interoperability (common policies, 
technical approaches and standards) so we can work together.

We need to embrace the future faster…



… because we have to give answers



DiSSCo



The goal: to digitally unify 
today’s fragmented landscape 
of European NSCs into a single 

knowledge base under 
common curation, access 

policies and practices.

170+ National Facilities,
23 Countries

1 European Collection



Current model
Slow

Fragmented
Expensive
Inefficient

Limited to physical access

Integrated RI model
Global access
Lower costs
Faster
New insights
Optimised
FAIR data



DiSSCo: more than just digitising data



• DiSSCo links data: DIGITAL OBJECT architecture
• And not just any kind of data: actionable, FAIR data
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• DiSSCo is a service-oriented infrastructure: 
▪ e‐Science services
▪ Physical and virtual access to NSCs
▪ Scaling up of digitisation

⮚ DiSSCo will bring about a digital transformation



DiSSCo e-Services

https://www.dissco.eu/services/


DiSSCo’s current development stage
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A research infrastructure in the making...

… with a masterplan
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DiSSCo Prepare will: 

1) Raise DiSSCo’s implementation readiness level (IRL) 
across scientific, data, financial, organisational and 
technical dimensions. 

2) Deliver DiSSCo’s Construction Masterplan.



DiSSCo’s governance
and funding path
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Critical funding path
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Critical funding path

Contributing funding

Contributing funding

Potential funding without critical dependencies
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European 
Commission

National 
funding



DiSSCo’s communications





Thank you!


